Electoral Politics

( Fastracl« Revision )

» Electionlsthe process by which the citizens of ademocracy  » The Constitution makers have reserved constituencles for
select or choose their representatives and change them if

they wish to do so. Electlons play a vital role In democracy.
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People can choose who will farm the gavernment and

take mafor decisions and make laws.
SN

» The following are the baslc requirements of an election
conducted In a democratic country: M
» Eachcitizen should be able to choose and he/she should

the weaker sections so that they get a good chance to get
elected to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblles.
Far Lok Sabha, 84 seats are reserved For Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and 47 for the Scheduled Tribes (STs).
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Soeme criminals and persons with unsound mind can
be denied the right to vote, but only in rare situations.

» In many states, seats in rural (Panchayat) and urban

have ane vote and every vate should be of equal value.
> Partles and candldates should be free to contest
electlon and should offer some real cholce to the
volers.
» The cholce should be offered at reqular Intervals and
elections must be held regularly after every Few years.
> Electlons should be conducted on a Free and Falr bosls
wheare people con choose as they really wish.

» An elactoral competition has many domaerits. A sense of

disunity and factlonalism develops In every locality. Also,
partles and condldates use dirty tricks, unfair means and
evaen put false allegations against one anothear,

In spite of the above demerits, our Constitution makars
optad lor free electoral competition because It provides
Incentives to political parties and leader. They know that
IF they ralse Issues that people want to be ralsed, thelr
popularlty and chances of victory will Increase in the next
electlons. But If they fall to satisfy the voters with thelr
vrork, they will not be able to win again.

In Indlo, elections Far the Lok Sabha or Parllament are hald
every flve years In our country at the same time and are
referred to as general electlons, For Lok Sabha elactlons,
the country Is divided Into 543 constituencles.

> The representative elected Ffrom each constituency Is

called a Member of Parllament or an MP.

Each state Is divided into a specific number of Assembly
Constituencies (Vidhan Sabha). The elected representative
of these constituencles is referred to as Member of
Legislative Assembly or an MLA.

Each village ar town Is further divided Into several wards
that are like constituancles, Each ward elects one member
of the village or the urban local body. These constituencles
are sometimes counted as seats.

(municlpalities and corporations) local bodles are now

raserved for Othar Backward Closses (OBCs) as well. One-

third of the secats are reserved In rural and urban local

bodles For women candldates.

In our country, all cltizens aged 18 years and above can

vote In an electlon. Every cltlzen has the right to vote,

regardless of his ar her caste, religlon or gender.

Prlor to elections, a list of those who are ellglble to vote is

preparad and this list is officiolly called the ‘Electoral Roll'

and Is commonly known as the ‘Voter's List'. In the last Few

years, 8 new system of Election Photo Identity Card (EPIC)

has beaen introduced. But the card Is not yet compulsory

for vating. For voting, the votars can show any ather valld

ID proof; like driving licenca, ration card or PAN card.

In Indla, the minimum age Ffor becoming a candidate In

electlons Is 25 years. There are some other restrictions

on criminals, etc., but these apply In vary extreme cases.

Every person who wishes to contest an electlon has to

flll a 'nomination form' and glve some maney as ‘security

daposlit,

Political parties nominate thelr candldates who get the

party symbol and support. Party’s nomination is often

called 'party ticket.'

A new system of declaration has been introduced from

the Supreme Court. Every candldate has to make a legal

declaratlon, glving detalls of:

» Serlous criminal cases pending agalnst the candldate
(If any).

» Detalls of the assets and llabllitles of the candidate and
his or her Famlly.

> Educational quallfication of the candidate.

The maln purpose of electlon Is to glve people a chance

to choose the representatives, the government and the

policiesthey prefer. Therefore, it Is necessary to have a free

b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e —— — — — —

Get More Learning Materials Here : &

@ www.studentbro.in



open discussion about who is a better representative,

ch party will make a better government or what is a

id policy. This objective is Fulfilled through an election
campaign.

g8 BOOSTER

The Congress Party led by Indira Gandhl gave the
[ slogan of ‘Garibl Hatao' (Remove Poverty) in the Lok
%< Sabha election campalgn of 1971.

» No party or candidate can spend more than the limits
specified for the Lok Sabha election campaign and for
the Assembly Electlon campalgn. For Lok Sabha election,
the expendlture con be between 2 54 lakh to ? 70 lakh
and for Assembly Election, it can be between ¢ 20 lakh to
® 28 lakh. These limits are subject to change.

> The final stage of an election is the day when the voters
cast or poll thelr vote and when thelr votes are counted.

» Earller voting was done by a ballot paper but nowadays,
Electronlc Voting Machines (EVMs) are used to record
votes.

» Once the polling Is over, all the EVMs are sealed and taken
to a secure place.

> A few days later, on a Flxed date, all the EVMs from a
constituency are opened and the votes secured by each
candldate are counted. The candldate who secures the
highaest number of votes from a constituency Is declared
elected.

> A lot of unfalr practices In electlons are reported by
newspapers and televislons, These can take the following
forms:

» Incluslon of false names and exclusion of gonulne
names from the votars' list,

> Misuse of governmant Facllitles and officlals by the
rullng party.

> Excessive use of money by rich candidates and big
partles.
> Intimidation of voters and rigging on the polling day.

» The unfair practices are not on a scale to affect the very

purpose of elections. The electlons In Indla are conducted
In a democratic manner and this Is ensured because of the
fFollowing factors:

> In our country electlons are conducted by
an Independent and very powerful Election
Commisslon.

» Another way to check the quality of the election
process I to see whether people have participated
in It with enthuslasm or not. Over the last Ffifty
years, the turnout in Europe and Narth America has
declined. In India, the turnout has either remained
stable or has actually gone up.

» The final test of free and Falr electlon Is the
outcome itself. IF the electlons are not Free ar Fair,
the outcome alweays Favours the powerful. But in
Indla, this Is not true. The rullng parties routinely
lose electlons In Indlo, both at the natlonal and the
state level.
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Election Commission Is headed by a ‘Chlef Election
Commissioner, appainted by the President of Indla.

SN

» In some constituencles, a few candidates may win purely

on the basis of money powar and unfalr means. This
sltuntion brings many lUmitations and challenges to the
Indlan election procedure, It Is due to these reasons that
cltlzens, saclal actlvists and organisations have been
demanding reforms In our electoral systam.

& Practice Exercise

-/ M""illle Choice Questions N

Q 1. Whatwas the promise Devl Lal made to the farmers

and small businessmen?

a. Government would provide free electricity to
them.

b. Government would provide free water to them.

c. Government would walve the loans of themn.

d. None of the above

Q2. A geographical area where the voters elect a
representative to the legislative bodies Is termed

as:
a. playing feld b. electoral area
C. voter's area d. constituency
Q3. Elections held after the term of 5 years of Lok
Sabha are called:
a. Half-term elections b. General elections
c Unlt-electlons d. Mid-way electlons

Q4. In how many constituencles Is the country divided
for Lok Sabha electlons?

a. 533 b. 543
c. 545 d. 865

Q8. Since 1982 to 1987, Haryana was ruled by which
political party?

a. Haryana Sangharsh Samitl

b. Bharatlya Janata Party

¢. Congress Party

d. Communilst Party of Indla

Q 6. Which one of the following is not a factor that

makes an election democratic?

a. There should be something to choose from.

b. Partles and candldates should be free to contest
clectlons.

c. The choice should not be offered at regular
Intervals.

d. The candidate preferred by the peaple should get
elected.
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Qs.

Q9.

Q 10.

QL.

Q 12.

q1s.

Q 14.

QIS.

Q 16.

hich of the following terms Is used when election
held only for one constituency to fill the vacancy
used by death or resignation of a member?

a. Constituency electlon

b. General election

c. By-election

d. Assembly election

Which of the following terms Is used for the areas

when our country is divided into different areas for

purposes of elections?

a. Panchayats

. Blocks

What do we mean when we say that a constituency

is reserved for the Scheduled Castes (SCs)?

a. Any candidate can fight the election but anly the
SC candldate will be declared winner.

b. Any candldate can fight the election but only
women candidate will be declared winner.

c. Only SC candidate can fight the election.

d. Nane of the above

What proportion of seats are reserved in rural and

urban local bodies for women candidates?

a. One-third of the total seats.

b. Two-thlrd of the total seats.

c. Half of the total seats.

d. One-fourth of the total seats.

The list of those people who are eliglble to votae Is

officlally called:

a. Vater’s list

c. Elector’s list

b. Wards
d. Constituencles

b. Electoral roll
d. Constituency list

Each state Is divided Into a specific number of:
a. Block Constltuancles

b. Digtrict Constituencles

c. Assembly Constituancles

d. Ward Constituencles

The body which conducts the elections In Indla Is:
a. Supreme Court b. Parllament
c. Cobinet d. Election Cormmisslon

To ensure that no one vote for some one clse,
Electlon Commission of India had issued:

a. Ration Card

b. Personal Account Number

c. Election Photo Identity Card

d. Driving Licence

Mambars of Electlon Commission are appointed by:
a. Presldent b. Prime Minlster
c. Peaple d. Chief Justice

The power and independence of Election
Commission (EC) of India is equivalent to which
one of the following?

a. Governor

b. Asslstant Commlssioner of Pollce

c. Judiclary

d. Natlenal Human Rights Commission

Q1.

Qls.

Q9.

Q 20.

Who appoints the Chief Election Commissioner?
a. Lok Sabha Speaker

b. The Chief Justice of India

c The Presldent of Indla

d. The Vice-Presldent of India

What does EVM stand for?

a. Electronic Vending Machine

b. Electronic Voting Machine

c Electoral Voting Machine

d. Electoral Volunteer Mechanism

What is the age of a person who can contest
election for the Lok Sabha in India?

a. 21years b. 25 years

c. 27 years d. 35 years

Voter's list Is also known as:
2. Electlon list b. Commisslon Ust
c Electaoral roll d. Nono of these

ge BOOSTER

In democratic elections, the list of peaple eligible
to vote Is prepared much before the election and Is

}.\ officlally called the electoral roll or the voter's list.

Q2L

Qa2

Q23.

Q 24.

Q 25.

Q 26.

Who has given the slogan 'Garibi Hatao'?
a. Indira Gandhl b. Rallv Gandhl
¢. Sonjay Gondhi d. Sonla Gandhil

Which party used the slogan ‘Garibl Hatao' In the
Lok Sabha elections of 19717

a. The Left Frant

b. The Telugu Desan Party

c. Janata Party

d. The Cangress Party

As on September 2012, the number of seats
resarved for Scheduled Castes in the Lok Sabha is:
a. 39 b. 54
c. 84 d. 109

Which of the following state has the largest
number of Lok Sabha seats?

a. Maharashtra

b. Andhra Pradesh

c. Blhar

d. Uttar Pradesh

Which of the following Unlon Territorles has the
largest number of Lok Sabha seats?

a. Chandigarh

b. Delhi

C Lakshadweep

d. Puducherry

In India, which of the following sections vote(s)

in larger proportion as compared to the rich and

privileged sectlons?
a. Poor
c Underprivileged

b. Illterate
d. All of these
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I. People's participation in election is usually
measured by voter ......... figures.
a. physical b. education
c turnout d. ecanomic

Q29.

Q 30.

Q3L

. Study the picture and answer the question that

follows:

Which challenge to free and fair elections is

daeplcted in the above plcture?

a. Blg porties have an adventage over smoller
parties.

b. Party tickets are distributed to relatives of the
familles who dominate the party.

c Party tickets are glven ta people with criminal
background.

d. None of the above

Match the following;

Column | Column Il
1. | Garlbl Hatao A Janata Party
2. | Save Democracy B. Telugu Desam

Party

3. [ Land to the Tiller C. Congress Party

4. [ Protect the Self- D. LeftFront
respect of the
Telugus
] 2 3 4

g A 0 B

b. C D A B

c A C D B

d. A D C B

The entire process of electlon In our country
is conducted, controlled and supervised by an
independent body called as:

a. Electlon Commission  b. Planning Cammission
c Welfare Commisslon  d. Lok Sabha

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (I): An open electoral competition might
be unfair to weaker sections.

Statement (ll): The weaker sections of the society
lack what thelr influential counterparts have

Q32

Q 33.

in terms of resources, education and political
connections.

a. Statement (I) Is correct and (I1) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (1) Is incorrect and (1) is correct.

c. Both statements are Incorrect.

d. Both statements are correct.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (1): In India political parties which formed
the governments represented the majority of seats
secured in the elections to the House of the People
at the Centre and the Legislative Assemblies In the
States but not the majority of votes.

Statement (I1): The elections based on the majority
vote system decided the result on the basis of
relative majority of votes secured.

a. Statement (|) Is correct and (Il) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (1) Is Incorrect and (Il) Is correct.

c. Both statements are Incarrect.

d. Both gtatemants are correct.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (l): Only those parties that are
recognised as natlonal parties can contast In
electlons for Parllament.

Statement (ll): Recognition to a political party
as a national party is accorded by the Election
Commission.

a. Statement (l) Is correct and (Il) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (I) Is Incorrect and (Il) Is correct.

c. Both statements are Incarrect.

d. Both statemaonts are carrect.

-€) Assertion & Reason Tupe Questions N

Directions (Q.Nos. 34-38): In the following questions glven
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reasan (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

Q 34.

Q 36.

a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanatlon of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

c. Assertion (A) Is true. but Reason (R) is false.

d. Assertion (A) Is false, but Reason (R) Is true.

Assertion (A): When on election duty, the

government officers work under the control of the

Election Commission and not the government.

Reason (R): This ensures free and falr elections.

Assertion (A): The interest of voters in election
related activities has been increasing over the
years.
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eason (R): Common people in India attach a lot of
nportance of electlons. They feel that their vote
1atters in the way that affairs are managed In the
ountry.

Q 36. Assertion (A): Secret Ballot enables a person to
cast his/her vote fearlessly and secretly.
Reason (R): Secret Ballot Is a voting method
in which a voters identity in an election or a
referendum is anonymous.
Q 37. Assertlon (A): Public opinlon Is important for a
democracy.
Reason (R): Public opinion play an important
role in formulating and implementing important
programmes.
Q 38. Assertion (A): Elections give the voters the right to
elect thelr representatives or rulers.
Reason (R): Through elections, voters can't choose
who will form the government and take major
declsions.
. |' Answers |' .
1L (c) 2 (d) 3.(b) 4 (b) 5 (0
6.(c) 7 (o B.(d 9. (c) 10. (a)
M) 12.() 13.(d 14 () 15 (3)
16. (c) 17.(c) 18. (b) 19. (b) 20. (c)
21 (a) 22. () 23. () 24 (d) 25. (b)
26. (d) 27.(c) 28.(b) 29. (a) 30. ()
31 (d) 32.(d) 33.(b) 34 (a) 35. (3)
36. (b) 37. (a) 38. (c)

) Source Based questions N

Source 1

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option:

Elections can be held in many ways. All democratic
countries hold elections. But most non-democratic
countries also hold some kind of elections. How
do we distinguish democratic elections from any
other election? We discussed muny examples of
countries where elections are held but they can't
really be called democratic elections. Let us recall
the minimum conditions of a democratic election:
First, everyone should be able to choose. This
means that everyone should have one vote and
cvery vole should have cqual value.

Second, there should be something to choose from.
Partics and candidates should be free to contest
elections and should offer some real choice to the
volers.

Third, the choice should be offered at regular
intervals. Elections must be held regularly afier
every few years.

Fourth, the candidate preferred by the people
should get elected.

QL

Q2

Qa.

Q4.

Q6.

Q6.

Fifth, elections should be conducted in a free and
fair manner where people can choose as they really
wish.

These might look like very simple and casy
conditions. But there are many countries where
these are not fulfilled.

Which one of the following is not a factor that

makes an electlon democratic?

a. There should be something to choase from.

b. Partles and candldates should be free to contest
electlons.

C The cholce should not be offered at regular
Intervals.

d. The candidate preferred by the people should
get elected.

The machanism by which people can choose their

representatives at regular Intervals Is called:

a. Electlon b. Model code of conduct

c Electoral roll d. By-election

Electlons on the basis of fraud or malpractices Is:

2. Rigged election b. By-electlon

c. Electlon manifesto d. Electoral rall

Which of the following Is the minlmum condition

of a democratic election?

a. Everyone should be able to choose.

b. There should be somathing to choase fram.

c. The cholce should be offered at regular Intervals.

d. All of the above

What does it mean: 'Everyone should have the

right to choose representative'?

0. Every one has ane vote,

b. Evory vate has equal value.

C Both a.andb.

d. None of the above

There are two statements marked as Assartion (A)

and Reason (R). Read them and choose the correct
option:

Assertlon (A): Elections are all about competition,

Reason (R): Different political parties make
promises and give Incentives to motivate the
voters to vote them.

a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assertlon (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertlon (A).

c Assertlon (A) Is trug, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) Is false, but Reason (R) Is true.

(A :
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QL

Q2.

Qs.

ce 2

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option:

Once the constituencies are decided, the next step
is to decide who can and who cannot volte. This
decision cannot be left to anyone ull the last day.
In a democratic election, the list of those who are
cligible to vote is prepared much before the election
and given to everyone. This list is officially called
the Electoral Roll and is commonly known as the
Volers' List.

This is an important step for it is linked to the first
condition ofademocratic ¢lection: everyone should
get an equal opportunity to choose representatives,
Earlier, we read about the principle of Universal
Adult Franchise. In practice it meang that everyone
should have one vote and each vote should have
cqual value. No onc should be denicd the right
o vote without a good reason. Different citizens
differ from one another in many ways: some are
rich, some are poor; some are highly educated,
some aré not so educated or not educated at all;
some are kind, others are not so kind. But all of
them are human beings with their own needs and
views. That is why all of them deserve to have an
cquul suy in decisions that affect them.

What is the official term used for showing the list
of those who are eligible to vote in a democratic
election?

0. Electoral roll
c Either a. or b.

b. Voters' list

d. Electoral Ust

Which aof the following Is not a condition for a

democratic election?

a. Everyone should get an cqual opportunity to
choase representatives.

b. No one should be denied the right to vote without
a good reason.

c The citizens do nat have an equal soy In declglons
that affect them.

d. Everyone should have one vote and each vote
should have equal value.

Identify the correct conclusion for the given

statement. ‘Everyone has one and only one vote.

a. There is a falr representation of all sections of
our saclety.

b. Everyone has equal opportunity to elect thelr
representative.

c Some people may have moved away from the
aren where they voted last

d. All candidates must have a falr chance of
competing In electlons.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

Which one of the following is a feature of election

system based on the principle of Universal Adult

Franchise?

a. Each constituency has
papulation.

b. There Ig a reservation of ceats for the SCs and the
STs.

c. Anyone can form a party or contest elections.

d. Everyone who is 18 years of age or older has a
right to vote.

Which of the following Is prepared by a door to

door survey to include only bona fide voters and

minimise role of bogus voters?

a. Canstituency

b. Electoral roll

¢. Electlon manifesto

d. Election Phota Identity Card

On what basis some constituencles are small In

area while others are very big?

a. Caste reservation

b. Number of voters

c. Distributlon of population

d. Nane of the above

roughly the some

. '| Answers I| *
L 2@ 3.0 4 5(@b) 6(b
Source 3

QL
Ans,

Read the sowce given below and answer the
questions that follow:

Our Constitution cntitles cvery citizen (0
elect her/his representative and to be elected
as a representative. The Constitution makers,
however, were worriced that in an open clectoral
competition, certain weaker sections may not
stand a good chance to get elected to the Lok
Sabhn and the State Legislative Assemblics, They
may not have the required resources, education
and contacts to contest and win clections agninst
others. Those who arc influential and resourceful
may prevent them from winning elections. If that
happens, our Parlinment and Assemblies would be
deprived of the voice of n significant section of our
population. That would make our democracy less
representative and less democratic.
What makes an election democratic?
Following condltions can make an
democratic:
(I) Elections must be held regularly every five
years.
(i) Every ellglble voter must have one vote with
equal value.
(iil) Elections should be conducted in a free and falr
manner and people should have full freedom ta
vote for any candldate they Uke.

electlan
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Q3.

Ans.

hat are electoral constituencies?

Indla, an area based system of representation Is

llowed where the country Is divided Into different
_eas far election purposes s called electoral
constituencles.

What makes the democracy less representative
and less democratic?

If our Parllament and Assemblies are deprived of
the voice of a slgnificant sectlon of our population.
this would make the democracy less representative

and less demaocratlic.

Source 4

QL

Ansg.

Q2.

Q3.

Ans.

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow:

The main purpose of election is to give people
a chance 1o choose the representatives, the
government and the policies they prefer. Therefore,
it is necessary to have a free and open discugsion
about who is a better representative, which party
will moke u better government or what is a good
policy. This is what happens during election
campuigns.

In our country such campaigns tnke place for a

two-week period between the announcement of

the final list of candidates and the date of polling.
During this period the candidates contact their
volters, political leaders address election meetings
and political parties mobilise their supporters. This
is also the period when newspapers and television
news ane full of election related stories and debates.
But clection campnign is not limited to these two
weeks only. Political parties start preparing for
clections months before they actually take place.

What Is the maln purpose of electlon?

The main purpose of election Is to give people
a chonce to choose the representatives, the
government and the policies they prefer.

What is meant by election campalgn?
Election campalgn means the promotion or propaganda
of the policles, offers and promises that the candidates

Mentlon the period of electlon campalgning in
Indla. What happens during this perlod?

In Indla. electlon campalgning takes place for a two-
week perlod between the announcement of the find
List of candidates and the date of polling.

During this perlod. the candidates contact thelr
electorate, political leaders. address election
meetlngs and poltcal partdes mobllise thelr

SLIEEDI"EEI’S.

@ Very Short Answer Type Questions \)

QL

Ans.

Q2.

Ans,

Qa.
Ans.

Q4.

Ans,

Q8.
Ans,

Q6.

Ans,

Q7.

Ans,

Qe.

Ang,

Q0.

Ans,

Q 10.

Ans,

Q1.
Ans.

Qlaz.
Ans.

What do you mean by elections?

The process by which people elect thelr

representatives s called elections.

What are General Elections?

The elections which are held for the Lok Sabha are
referred to as General Elections.

What is a Democratic Election?

An election should be conducted In a free and fair

manner where people can choose whom they want to.
This type of election Is known as a Demaocratic Election.

What are Mid-term Elections?
If the Lok Sabha or any State Leglslative Assembly

is dissolved before the expiry of its normal term, the

elections held to constitute a new House are known
as Mid-term Elections.

What Is the main purpose of elections?
The maln purpose of the elections Is to glve
people a chance to chooge the representatived, the

government and the policies they prefer.

What do you mean by voters?

People who have the right to vote or participate In
the electlon of representatives are known as ‘voters.
In Indla. every cltizen who has attalned the age of
18 years is called a vater.

What are constituencies?
For electlons. the entire country Is divided Into fixed

electoral areas with a body of reglstered voters.

These areas ore called constltuoncles.

What do you understand by ‘Reserved Constituencles’?
Some constltuencies are reserved for people
who belonp to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. Such constituoncles are colled resorved

constituencies.

Into how many constituencles Is Indla divided for
the Lok Sabha elections?

For Lok Sabha elections. the country Is divided Into
543 constltuencles.

What is the period of clection campalgn in our
country?

In our country. electlon campaigns take place far a
two-week period. betvieen the announcement of the

final st of candidates and the date of polling.

Give the full form of EVM. What are they used for?
Electronic Voting Machine Is the full form of EVM
It shows the names of the candidates and the party
symbols and Is used to record votes.

What Is the principle of Universal Adult Franchise?
Universal Adult Franchise means that all the cltizens
aged 18 years and abave possess the right to vote.

And each vote has equal value.
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Ans.

QlS.
Ang.

Q 16.
Ans,

Q17
Ans.

Q1e.
Ang.

Q1l9.
Anag,

Ang.

Q2.
Ans.

Q22
Ang,

Q 23.
Ans.

Q24.
Ans.

Q 25,
Ang.

Q 26.
Ans,

. What does EPIC stand for?
. EPIC stands for Election Photo |dentity Card.

What is a ballot paper?

Ballot paper is a sheet of paper on which the names
of the contesting candidates along with the partles
they represent and the party symbols are listed.

What Is a polling booth?
Polling booth Is a place where the citizens go to cast
their vates on the day of elections.

I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
I
I Q 20.
I
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

What s a party ticket?

Political parties nominate their candidates whao pet
the party symbol and suppart. This nomination Is
often called the 'party’s ticket.

Who appolnts the Chlef Election Commissloner?
The Presldent of Indla appaints the Chief Electlon
Commissioner.

What do you mean by ‘Turnout’?

Turnout means the percentage of eliglble voters
vchao actually cast thelr vote.

What Is the Election Code of Conduct?

A set of norms and guldelines to be followed by
politicol parties and contesting candldotes during
the time of elections Is known as Election Code of
Conduct.

Who vote in a larger proportion In electlons In India?
The paor, IWterate and underprivileged peaple vote
in @ larger propartlon as compared to the rich and
privileged sectlons In Indln.

What Is the final phase of an electlon?
The final phase of an election Is the acceptance of
election outcome by the defeated party.

Who can be denied the right to vote?
Criminals and persons with unsound mind can be
denled the right to vote.

Who used the slogan 'Land to the Tiller'?
The Left Front used the slogan 'Land to the Tiller’ In
the West Bengol Assembly elections held In 1977.

Which party gave the slogan ‘Garibi Hatao'?

The Congress Party led by Indira Gandhi gave the
slogan ‘Garibl Hatao' (Remove Paverty) In the Lok
Sabha electlons of 1971.

What |s the eloction manifesto?

The pamphlet or the booklet Issued by a poltical
party that tells people abaout Its programmes and

policies. is known as the election manifesto of that
poltical party.

Who organises the election procedure in India?

In Indla. elections are conducted by an Independent
and very powerful Election Commisslon (EC).

Q 27. Study the following two cartoons carefully and
write the message of each of them in your own

words.

Ans. The cartoon shown on the left glves the megsage:
(A) That _the knowledge, Ideas, planning and
promises of a candidate are useless if he/she
does not have enough vates to win.
(B) The cartoon shown aon the right gives the
message that during an electlon campalgn
a candidate makes plenty of promises but
he Is unable to fulfill all of them. As a result
electorates chase him to fulfill his promlsas.

@ Short Answer Type Questions N\

Q1. What choices do the voters make In an election?
Ans. Inan electlon, the voters make the following cholces:
() They can choose who will make laws for them.
(Ii) They can choose who will form the government

and take malor declslons.
(ll) They can choose the party whose policles are

benaficlal for tham.
Q 2. What makes an election democratic?
OR

Mention the factors which make an electlon
democratic.
There are certaln factors which make an election
democratic. These are as follows:

(I) Elections must be held regularly In every few

Ans,

!EEII'S.

(I1) Every ellgible voter must have one vote of an

equal value.
(Il) There should be more than one party. 5o that

vaters can get some real cholce.

(Ilv) The candldate preferred by the people should
get elected.

(v) Electlons should be conducted In a free and falr

manner and people should have full freedom to
vate for any candidate they lke.

Q 8. Why did our Constitution makers opted for a free

electoral system?
Our Constitution makers opted for a free electoral
system because aof the following reasons:

(I) Regular electoral competition  provides

Ans.

incentlves to political parties and leader. They
know that if they raise Issues that people want
to be ralsed, thelr popularity and chances of
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Qa.

Ans.

Q5.

Ans,

Q6.

Ang.

Q7.

Ans.

victory will Increase In the next elections. But
if they fail to satisfy the voters with thelr worlc
they will not be able to win again.

(i) This system works better in the long run as
It finally helps to force political partles and

leaders to serve the people.

What is meant by ‘seat’ in elections? Explain with
example.

The electoral constituencles are commonly referred
to as 'seats' because each constituency represents a
seat in the Assembly.

For example, If BJP has 280 geats in the Parllament
then It means that BJP has won 280 electoral
constituencles of the Parllament.

Why Is a system of reservation had been Introduced
in our country?

It has been introduced because of the following
reasons:

(I) The Constitutlon makers wore varried that In
an open clectoral competition, certaln waeaker
sections may not stand a good chance to pet
elected to the Lok Snbhn and State Leglslative
Assemblies.

(i) The weaker sections did not had the required
roegources, education and cantacts to contest
and win elections.

(l) Even If they stood for elections, there was a
possiblUty that those who were Influentlal and
resourceful may prevent them from winning
elections.

What do you mean by voters' Ust? What Is Hts
significance?
In a democratic electlon, the lst of people ellgible to
vote Is prepared much before the election. This Ust Is
officlally called the Electoral Roll and Is commonly
known as the Voters' List,
It's significance can bg understood with the haolp of
the following polnts;
(1) It contalns the name of all those who are
entitled to vote In a specific constituency.
() 1t helps to ensure that there are no bogus votes
cast In the name of deceased people.

Write any three successful slogans given by
different political parties in various elections.
Some of the successful slogans glven by different
political parties in various elections are as follows:
(i) ‘Garibi Hatao' was the slogan of the Congress
Party. led by Indira Gandhl In the Lok Sabha
elections af 1971,
(ii) ‘Save Demacracy' vias the slogan of the Janata
Party In the Lok Sabha electlons of 1977.
(i) *Land to the Tiller' was the slogan used by
the Left Front in the West Bengal Assembly
elections held In 1977.

ge BOOSTER

‘Protect the Self-respect of the Telugus'was the slogan
used by NT Rama Rao, the leader of the Telugu Desam
Party in Andhra Pradesh Assembly elections in 1983.

TARY

Q8. What Is rigging?
Ans. Frauds and malpractices Indulged by a party or

candidate to Increase their votes is referred to

as rigging. It includes stuffing ballot boxes by a
few persons using the votes of athers; recarding
multiple votes by the same person and bribing the
polling officers to favour a candidate.

Q9. Explain any three salient features of the Electoral
System in India.

Ans. The main features of the Electaral System In India
are as under:

(I) In Indla, elections are held on the basls of
Unlversnl Adult Franchlse. Every citizen wha has
completed 18 years of age has been given the
right to vote Irrespective of his caste. rellglon,
gex. ete.

(ii) In India. elections are held by a secret ballot.
Naobody. except the voter himself, knows about
the candidate he/she hog votod.

(i) The Election Commisslon has been glven
extensive rights to ensure free ond falr electlons.

Q10. 'Reqular electoral competition provides Incentlves
to political parties and leaders' Justify the above
statement with reasons,

Ans. ‘Regular clectoral competition provides incentives to
political parties and leaders’ In the following ways:

(I) Due to regular electlons. those who are In power
take only those declslons which are approved or
lked by the commaon people. They know that If
thoy ralse Issues that people want to be raloed.

thelr popularity and chances of victory will
Incr@ase In the next elections.

(I) If they fall to satisfy the vaters with thelr work.
they will not be able to win agaln. The hope for
winning the next electlons Induces the losers or
the opposition parties to ralse the Issues related
to the commaon people.

Q 1. Explain the role of the Election Commission (EC) in
free and falr elections.

Ans. The Election Commission (EC) plays an Important
role In ensuring free and falr elections In the
following manner:

() The Election Commission (EC) orders the
government not to misuse thelr power during
the election period.

() When on election duty. government officers
work under the cantrol of Election Commisslon

(EC) and not the government.
(i) When it is of the opinion that polling was not

falr. then it can arder far a repoll
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Enumerate the acts banned by the election law in
India.
According to our election law. no party or candidate
can be alloveed to:
(i) Bribe or threaten voters:
(1) Appeal to them In the name of caste or rellglon:
(i) Use government resources for electlon
campaign: and
(v) Spend more than the Umits specified for the
Lol Sabha election and for the Assembly
Election.

Q13. How can it be concluded that in India elections are
always free and fair?

Ang. The final test of free and falr election Is the outcome
[eself. If the elections are not free or falr, the outcome
always favours the powerful But In Indla, thig Is not
true and the following facts can be clted as vald
reasons of this assertion:

() The ruling parties routinely lose elections In
Indla, both at the national and the state level

(1) In Indla, about half of the sltting MPs or MLAs
loge electlons.

'{ Long Answer type Questions \

Q1. Discuss the importance of elections in a democracy.
Ans. Elections are exceptionally Importantinademaocracy
because of the following reasons:

() Without elections. a domocratlc governmaent
cannot be set up. It has been rightly zold, *No
electlon, no democracy.’

(II) Through electlons alone. the people can get rid
af a cruel and unpopular government. and In Its
place. they can elect a new popular government.

() 1t Is through elections alone that an effactive
control can be malntalned on the executlve.

(v) All the citizens In a modern domaocracy
cannot run the administration. Only thelr
representatlves can do It for them. In order
to choose such representatives, clectlons are
mandatory.

Q2. Explain the nomination process as practised in

Indian elactions.

Ans. The nomination process of Indlon elections follovrs
the glven series of steps:
(I) Party tickets are glven.
() NomlInation farm Is filled.
(Iif) Security amount fs deposited.
(Iv) Every candidate has to make a legal declaration
glving full detalls of the following particulars:
(a) Serious criminal cases pending against the
candidate.

(b) Details of the assets and Uabilities of the
candidate and his/her family.

(c) Educational qualifications of the candidate.

(v) Nomination papers are scrutinised and if
everything s satisfactory then the candlidate Is
allowed to contest the elections.

TiP
Write the complete nomination process practised In
Indlan electlons in a sequential manner.

Q 3. Why are slogans used by political parties? Mentlon
any four successful slogans given by different
political parties in various elections.

Ans. Slogans are used by political parties in election
campaign to attract the public and to seek votes for
their party.

Four successful slogans glven by different political

parties In varlous electlong are:

(i) The slogan of ‘Garibi Hatao' (Remove Poverty)
was piven by the Congress Party led by Indira
Gondhl In the Lok Sabha elections of 1971

() The slogan of ‘Save Democracy’ was glven
by Janata Party under the leadershlp of Jaya
Prakash Narayan In the Lok Sabha elections
held In1977.

(iil) The slogan of 'Land to the Tiller' was used by
the left front In the West Bengal Assembly
elections held In 1977.

(Iv) The slogan of 'Protect the self-respect of the
Telugus” was used by N.T. Rama Rao of Telugu
Desam Party In Andhra Pradesh Assembly
elections held In 1983.

Q4. Enumerate the malpractices reported during
electlons.

Ans. A lot of unfalr practices In elections are reparted
by newspaperg and televislons. These can toke the
followlng forms:

(1) Incluslon of false names and exclusion of
genulne nomes from the votery' Ust.

(I Misuse of government facilities and officlals by
the rullng party.

(ill) Excesslve use of money by rich candldates and
big parties.

(Iv) Intimidation of voters and rigging on the polUng

day
(v) Booth capturing.

Q 6. Describe the functlons of Election Commlssion of
India.
Ans. The main functions of Election Commigslon of Indla
are as under:
() Totake declslons on every aspect of conduct and
control of electlons from the announcement of
elections to the declaration of results.

(i) To Implement the code of conduct and punish
any candidate or party that violates it

(iii) To control the government officers who are
posted on the election duty.
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/) To supervise the machinery of elections

throughout the country so that the elections
are held In a free and fair manner.

(v) To conduct the electlons for Presldent. Vice

President, members of both the Houses of

Parliament. members of Legislative Assemblies

and Lepjslative Councils of various states.

(vl) To glve recognition to political partles as

all India Parties or Regional Parties on the

basls of the votes received by them In the last
election.

Q 6. What is the procedure for the appointmant of the
Chlef Election Commissioner In India?
Ans. In Indla. elections are conducted by an Independent
and very powerful Eloctlon Commlsslan.
The procedure for the appointment of the Chlef
Electlon Commilssloner [s:
(I) The President of Indla appolnts the Chlief

Election Commilssionar.

(i) Onceappolnted.the Chief Election Commissioner

is not onowarable to the President or the

government.
(I} The status, salary and perks of the Chief Election

Commliuslonor are equivalent to Judpes of the

Supreme Court of Indla.

(iv) TheChiefElectionCammissioner canbe removed

from officer only through Impeachment by

the Parllament. So. It Is virtually Imposslble to
remaove him.

Q7. Describe the challenges or weaknesses of Indlan
Electoral System.

Ans. Some of the challenges to the Indlan Eloctoral
System are as folloves:

(I) In Indla, elections are very expensive and a

common man connot fight elections. As a
result. only the rich peaple fight elections and
they make use of poltical power to make mare

money through Illegal methods.
(If) with the support of the government officials.
the rullng party tries to rig the elections. Some

candldates also capture the polUng booths and
make use af thelr muscle power todo It

(li) Candidates having criminal recards have been

able to push others out of electoral race and

secure a ticket from majar partles.

(iv) Some familes tend to dominate political

parties and secure tickets for their own family

members.

(v) Smaller parties and Independent candldates

suffer a huge disadvantage as compared to the

bigger parties.

(vi) Sometimes, electlons offer Uttle cholce to

ordinary cltizens as both the major partles are

quite similar to each other bath In policies and

practice.

Q 8. Suggest some measures to remove the weaknesses
of Indian Electoral System.

Ang, The following measures are suggested to remove
the weaknesses of Indlan Electoral System:

() To minimise the role of money in election.
provisions ghould be made for state funding of
elections.

(I) Misuse of official machinery should be checked

(I Candidates making use of caste or rellglon

during elections should be debarred from
cantesting elections.
(Iv) Rigging of elections. by the use of muscle

power and booth capturlng, shauld be strongly
checked.

(v) Every party or candldate should be glven a
chonce to make use of mass maedia,

(vi) Voting should be made compulsory.

(vil) Elaction petitions should be disposed off

without much delay.

Q9. An eclectoral competition has many demarits.

Analyse the statement.

Ang. An electoral competition has many demerlts, some
of the Important amongst them are as follows:

(I) Asense of disunity and factionallsm developa In

every loml]t_y.

(Il) Partles and candidates use dirty tricks. unfalr

means and even put false allegations agalnst

ane another.

(Il) There Is @ pressure to win eclections and this

does not allow sensible long-term policles to be

formulated.

... S —————

(lv) Because of dirty political tactics adopted by

the politiclans, many good people do not enter

politics.

(v) Just befare elections popular schemes are

announced such as loan wealver. free electricity.

etc., to attract voters. These schemes lead to

wasteful expenditure.
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& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions

QL

Q2.

Qa.

Q4.

Q.

Constituencies called ‘Wards' are made for the

election to:

a. Parllament

b. State Legislative Assembly

c State Legislative Councll

d. Panchayats and Municipal Bodies

Which of the following terms is used when election

is held only for ane constituency to fill the vacancy

caused by death or resignation of a member?

a. Constituency electlan  b. General election

c. By-election d. Asgembly electlon

The list of those people who are eligible to vote is

officially called:

a. Vater's list b. Electoral roll

C Elector’s Ust d. Canstltuency lst

Which of the following statements Is against the

democratic process of elactions?

a. Partles and candidates should be free to contest
elections.

b. Electlons must be held regularly Immedilately
after the term Is over.

c The right to vote should be glven to the selected
people only.

d. Elections should bo conductad In a free and falr
manneaer.

Which of these Is not a feature of Indian democracy?

0. Indla has the largest number of voters In the
world.

b. Indla's Election Commisslon Is very powerful.

c In Indla, everyone above the age of 18 has the
right to vate.

d. In Indla, the losing parties refuse to accept the

electoral verdicL.

Assertion and Reason Type Questions

Directlons (Q.Nos. 6-7): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

Q6.

2. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true
and Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

b. Both Assertlon (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

c Assertion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) Is false. but Reasan (R) Is true.

Assertion (A) : The interest of voters In election

related activities has been increasing over the

years.

Reason (R) : Common people in Indian attach a lot

of Importance of electlons. They feel that thelr vote

matters in the way that affairs are managed In the
country.

Q7.

Assertion (A): Both political party and candidate
have to strictly follow the rules and the model
code of conduct for election campaign.

Reason (R): Any party or candidate can use any
place of worship for election propaganda.

Source Based Question

Qe.

0)
(i)

(iil)

Read the source given below and answer the questions
that follow:

The final stage of an election is the day when the
volers cast or ‘poll’ their vote. That day is usually
called the election day. Every person whoge name
1 on the voters' list can go to a nearby ‘polling
booth’, situated usually in a local school or a
government office. Once the voter goes inside
the booth, the election officials identify her, put
a mark on her finger and allow her to cast her
vote. An agent of each candidate is allowed to
git inside the polling booth and ensure that the
voting takes place in a fair way,

Why are party agents present in the polling booth?
How Is polling of votes done inslde the polling
booth?

What do you understand by election day?

Very Short Answer Type Questions

QY.
Q1l0.

Q1L

Ql2.

Mention the merits of electoral competition.

What Is the period of electlon campaign in our
country?

What are the details needed to be glven by the
candidates in a legal declaration?

What do you mean by Election Petition?

Short Answer Type Questions

Q1la.
Q4.
Q I5.

Q16.

Why did our Constitution makers opted for a free
electoral system?

Mention the Issues which bring many limitations
and challenges of Indian electlons to our attention.
Explain any three sallent features of the Electoral
System In India.

State the powaers of the Election Commission which
ensure democratic elections.

Long Answer Type Questions

Q17

Q18.

Describe the challenges or weaknesses of Indian
Electoral System.

‘The outcoma of elections s a final test of free and
fair elections'. Explain.

L
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